which is decorated with mosaic and calli-
graphic inscriptions, is supported on four
pillars with boldly cut capitals of Byzan-
tine nature, while the lower portion is
lined with stripes of marble. Besides this
mihrab, there are four more built on the
outer range of piers. They are not of the
niche formation but consist of flat orna-
mental stucco panels and belong to various
periods from the 10th to the 13th century
One of them was built by Al-Afzal, son
of Badr al-Jamali in 1094 A.D. It is a
charming specimen of stucco work, richly
designed with ornamental and exquisite
Fatimid inscriptions. Again there, is a
great deal of controversy about the origin
of the mihrab. Havell, as usual, ascribes
its origin to the niche-forms found in
Buddhist temples which are used for sac-
red statues. Rivoira contradicting Havell
states that it was derived from the apse
of Christian churches. But M. S. Briggs
thinks that since the niche is a very
elementary feature in architectural de-
velopment and that the early Muslims
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